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Presbytery of Perth
Summary of Presbytery Meeting: May 7" 2026

The Presbytery of Perth met at Perth: St Matthew’s Parish Church on Thursday 7" May 2026
and was constituted with prayer.

WELCOME
The Moderator welcomed members to the meeting, both in-person and online and to those
congregations cited to attend in their interests. He especially welcomed the Moderator of the
General Assembly, the Right Rev Rosie Frew who was making her second visit to the
Presbytery of Perth. He also welcomed ministers who had recently been Inducted and
Ordained.

INTIMATIONS

The Rev Eddie McKenna announced that there would be a Retreat for Ministers in Charges
and OLM’s at St Mary’s Monastery from the 11t to 13t August. Information about this had
previously been sent.

The Clerk reminded all Kirk Sessions that they required to appoint a Commissioned Elder to
serve as their Presbytery representative. The deadline was 31°t May 2026.

MODERATOR OF THE GENERAL ASSMBLY

The Right Rev Rosie Frew spoke about her year as Moderator, which was themed
'Extravagant Love'. She shared highlights from visits with political and faith leaders and
praised the "diverse and life-changing work of CrossReach," calling it "the love of Christ in
action." She stated that the most inspirational part of her year was seeing this work firsthand.
There followed questions to the Moderator.

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER

The Presbytery Communications Officer, Karen Kelman gave a verbal presentation.

In the first six months, the focus had been on strengthening communication and connection
across the Presbytery’s 103 geographically diverse congregations, with the aim of building a
stronger shared identity.

Key developments included the launch of a new Presbytery website, providing a central
communication hub that represented all churches, improved accessibility and visibility, and
reflected the life, work, and witness of the Presbytery. Recognising the challenges of scale
and distance, online gathering had been prioritised as an essential way to foster unity and
shared presence.

A new Presbytery YouTube channel had also been launched, sharing stories from churches,
news updates, worship resources, and encouragement, while creating new opportunities for
outreach and engagement across congregations.
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Short-term priorities included visiting congregations and projects to gather and promote
shared stories, strengthening relationships and visibility across Presbytery. There was a
review underway of the Friday ‘RoundUp’ to assess whether it needed refreshing or
restructuring, potentially integrating it more closely with the website while balancing time
and information constraints.

Vision for digital ministry: Although not formally defined in the role, digital ministry had
naturally emerged as a significant and growing area of work. With a strong personal passion
for this area, the role was being shaped beyond administrative communication towards
mission-focused communication. Digital ministry was seen as missional, pastoral, and
community-building.

Why digital ministry matters: Following the biblical example in Acts, digital platforms
provided current opportunities to tell the story of who God is. They enabled the church to
reach seekers, share hope and comfort, proclaim the Gospel, extend church beyond physical
walls, and point people towards local congregations. The presentation concluded with a short
reflective video.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Business Committee

Appointment of Associate Moderator - The Presbytery approved the appointment of the Rev
Fraser Penny as Associate Moderator, to take effect at the June meeting. As a long-serving
Parish Minister and the Presbytery’s first Business Committee Convener, he would bring
extensive experience and insight, and the Committee thanked him for accepting the
nomination.

Admission of Ministers to Membership of Presbytery - The Rev Kathleen Dain, a retired
Church of Scotland minister who served in the Presbyterian Church of the USA and the Rev
Andew Kimmitt, Prison Chaplain based at HMP Glenochil, were admitted to membership of
the Presbytery and signed the Formula.

Non-attendance at Presbytery Meetings - The Business Committee noted with concern that
some Presbytery members had not attended an Ordinary Meeting since November 2023. All
members were charity trustees under Scottish charity law and expected to participate in
decision-making, Presbytery agreed to instruct the Clerk to write to those concerned, inviting
them to resign from membership, except for ministers in Charges.

Condolences: Presbytery noted with sadness the death of the Rev George Robertson and
gave thanks for his years of service and sent the condolences of the Presbytery to his family.
It noted with sadness the death of Lachlan Macleod, who was one of the Apprentices in the
Tayside Hub, and expressed the sincere condolences of Presbytery to Lachlan's family,
upholding them and Lachlan's Apprenticeship colleagues in prayer.
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Overture: It was noted that the Presbytery of Perth Overture regarding changes to
legislation on financial support to congregations during a vacancy was approved by the
Presbytery on April 6" 2026, and that it had also been approved by the Committee on
Overtures and Cases and would be taken at the General Assembly on Friday May 15" under
the Report of the Assembly Trustees.

Vacancy Procedure Committee

Montrose Trinity: The Rev Derek Peat, Minister in Charge A at Montrose Trinity, had been
elected to the Charge of Larbert Tryst Church in the Presbytery of Forth Valley and Clydesdale.
The committee proposed a delay in progressing with the vacancy process to appoint a new
minister to the Team Ministry at Montrose Trinity. Given that the Rev Derek Peat had left the
Charge after one vyear, it was felt that there should be a time of reflection prior to the
appointment of a Nominating Committee.

Planning Committee

Buildings determination for Alloa: Ludgate and Alloa: St Mungo’s - The Planning Committee,
following consultation with Kirk Sessions, Presbytery representatives, and the Presbytery
Buildings Officer, had unanimously decided which building should be retained for the united
charge. After reviewing building conditions, repair and upgrade costs, and suitability for future
growth and mission, the committee designated Alloa: Ludgate as Building A to be retained,
and Alloa: St. Mungo’s as Building B for eventual disposal. The Moderator upheld in prayer
the congregations of Alloa affirming God’s constant presence in all circumstances, recognising
His care in times of joy, SOrrow, challenge, and peace.

The congregations of Crieff and Mid Strathearn have begun discussions on moving to a
Linkage in accordance with the Mission Plan and it was agreed that these discussions should
now proceed.

The congregation of Methven and Logiealmond had agreed that Methven Hall should be
retained as Category A and Methven Church should be designated a Category B, to be
disposed of once the development of the hall had been completed and Presbytery approved
this decision subject to funds being available.

It was agreed to a change to the Presbytery Mission Plan whereby Muthil shall be placed
under Guardianship, with a view to future readjustment, and shall not link with Ardoch and
Blackford.

On Sunday 15™ March 2026, the congregations of Auchtergaven & Moneydie linked with
Redgorten & Stanley voted in favour of a Basis of Guardianship and this was approved under
powers on 18t March 2026.



The Presbytery of Perth
Scottish Charity No. SC014528

On Sunday 19™ April 2026, the congregations of AlImondbank and Tibbermore linked with
Methven and Logiealmond voted in favour of a Basis of Guardianship and that this was
approved under powers on 22" April 2026.

Church in Community

Christian Aid - Christian Aid Week (10-16 May) encourages churches to support fundraising
activities such as collections and community events. For over 80 years, Christian Aid has
helped vulnerable communities worldwide through health, education, training, and
resilience-building, while also campaigning against injustice in areas like trade, debt, tax
abuse, and climate change. Churches are urged to give, fundraise, pray, and act together to
help bring about positive change.

Middle East — The committee expressed concern for the humanitarian impact of conflict in
the Middle East, endorsed Pope Leo XIV’s condemnation of the misuse of religion and vast
spending on war, and highlighted the moral call to prioritise healing, justice, and solidarity. It
noted that the war’s consequences may affect local communities through rising living costs,
urged churches to support foodbanks and community initiatives, and called above all for
continued, fervent prayer for peace and justice worldwide.

Perth Prison Visitors Centre - Discussions about the future of the Perth Prison Visitors Centre
continued, with Presbytery likely to form a formal partnership with CrossReach. This would
involve setting up a steering group, seeking grant funding, and recruiting volunteers to help
raise awareness of the Centre’s vital work among churches and communities. A short
explanatory video about the prison visiting process and the Visitors Centre was available on
the Presbytery website under Around Presbytery / Justice in Action.

Elections - The Presbytery meeting coincided with Scottish Parliament polling day, and the
results were awaited with interest. Churches were encouraged to contact their newly elected
MSPs to offer good wishes and share key concerns, as maintaining open communication with
elected representatives helps strengthen democracy.

Jewish Community — The Convener noted the growing wave of hostility and violence directed
at the Jewish community in the UK. Recent incidents included arson attacks on synagogues
and ambulances, destruction of property, and violent assaults, leaving many Jewish people
fearful and forced to adopt heightened security around schools, places of worship, businesses,
and homes. Holocaust survivors in Scotland were particularly distressed, recognising patterns
that echoed the early stages of persecution in Nazi Germany. She identified a key cause as the
unfair conflation of the actions of the Israeli government with Judaism itself, despite many UK
Jews strongly criticising those actions. A deep sadness was expressed at the Jewish
community’s sense of isolation and lack of public solidarity. While a London rally would take
place, the Convener urged faith communities in Scotland to stand visibly with Jewish
neighbours, challenge antisemitism wherever it appeared, and show solidarity through words,
actions, and vigilance against subtle forms of hate.

Mission Committee
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InTogether — The Rev Anne Stott and Lynsey Paterson gave a visual presentation.
InTogether was a Presbytery-wide initiative of the Perth Presbytery designed to support
families who had children with additional support needs (ASN). Its vision was to create
opportunities for these families to gather, explore faith, and experience belonging, while also
reaching families with little or no existing connection to the Christian faith and developing
new ways of being Church. InTogether operated as a new worshipping community with
several interconnected strands: gateway activities that built relationships and trust, pastoral
care that listened to stories and responded compassionately to practical and emotional needs,
and intentional opportunities to explore and deepen Christian faith. Activities included
‘FunTogether’ groups, parent and dads’ gatherings, retreats, Alpha, and outdoor worship at
Green Shoots. Families were supported to attend local churches or participate in ASN-specific
worship gatherings. The initiative was funded through grants, monthly givers, church support,
community donations, and self-generated income, with clear financial targets set for 2026.

Bertha Park - The Bertha Park Mission Development Leader vacancy was not yet filled, that
the post was being re-advertised and asked all members of Presbytery for their prayers in

finding a suitable candidate to fill this hugely important role.

Ministries Committee

God Welcomes All: The Church Hymnary supplement Music edition had run out of print when
the Introduction Day was held in November. A new Print Run had been completed, and the
Music edition was available from the publishers once more.

School Chaplaincy: Following a recent questionnaire, a School Chaplaincy Day Conference was
being planned for those involved in school chaplaincy. It was scheduled for Wednesday 9"
September at a central Presbytery venue, with further details to follow.

Ministers / Deacons in First Five Years: Efforts to recruit mentors for ministers and deacons
in their first five years of ministry have had limited success. A mentor role description had
been created, and potential mentors would be approached directly. In addition, a lunch and
informal gathering for ministers and deacons in their first five years was planned for late May.

Property Committee

Killin & Ardeonaig

Presbytery granted permission to repair and replace all non -stained glass windows in the
Church and install the Tiffany Window form the former Morenish Chapel at a cost of £256,860.
This would stop draughts and reduce the amount of oil being burned. This would make the
church a warm and comfortable building for worship.

Callander
It was agreed to seek further information on replacement of the central heating systems in
the Hall and the Church at a cost of £53,000 for the Hall and £93,000 for the Church. There
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were two options for each and once outline permission was given they would choose the
preferred option and send Presbytery the costs and plans.

Kinnoull

Full permission was granted for renovation of the interior by removing pews, enlarging the
chancel area, new furniture and a new accessible corridor with accessible toilets linking the
church and hall at a cost of £267, 167. There would be a wheelchair access lift from the floor
of the Church to the chancel.

Logie

Permission was granted for the development of the Session House to improve access and
provide accessible toilets in both the Session House and Church at a cost of £199,811.
Improvements to insulation and secondary glazing would enable the buildings to have more
efficient and effective heating. Upgraded facilities would make the buildings accessible by all.

Longforgan (Carse of Gowrie)

Permission was granted for the development of the Church with major internal renovations
to provide multiple uses for the Congregation and the Community also, and further the
installation of new toilets and a kitchen at a cost of £1,580,468. The Committee had received
the plans, costing and the business plan.

Safeguarding Committee

Safeguarding continued to be a complex and demanding area of church life, with
congregations often handling sensitive issues and relying on the significant efforts of trainers,
coordinators, panel members, and staff. In April, Dr Sally Bonnar was appointed Convener of
the Safeguarding Committee; the committee was currently small, not gender balanced, and
was seeking new members—particularly men and ministers. Ongoing collation of
safeguarding returns had highlighted gaps in coordinator and panel appointments, and the
committee aimed to support congregations in meeting requirements. Letters had been sent
to those who had not completed mandatory training, with many responses received, and
remaining individuals were urged to respond promptly.

Congregational Support Committee

Annual Inspection of Records: The 2025 inspection of congregational records was mostly
completed, with in-person inspections held in the week beginning 16" March. Most records
were in good order, with only minor issues identified, though a small number of congregations
raised concerns and were being supported to improve. 15 congregations had not yet
submitted their records; these were being followed up and may be instructed to submit them
if no imminent date was provided.

Congregational Action Plans: To date, 55 draft Action Plans had been received and were
under review, with a further 26 congregations granted extensions or had been in contact to
explain delays. 22 congregations had not responded and would be contacted to assess
progress and offer support. Committee members were reviewing plans in pairs, identifying
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emerging examples of best practice, with a variety of effective formats used. The Committee
would meet on the 30t May to align feedback, meaning responses to Kirk Sessions would be
issued during June rather than by 31 May. Kirk Sessions would still have until the 30t
September to finalise and approve their plans. A report on the process, including
recommendations for the 2027 review, would be brought to the November Presbytery
meeting.

NEXT MEETING

The Presbytery would next meet for the conduct of Ordinary business on Tuesday 23™ June
at 7.00pm at St Matthew’s Parish Church and online.



